Connected In Chaos
SEPA Synod Senior High Gathering 2009

Chaos - noun - a state of utter confusion or disorder; a total lack of organization or order.

We live in a world that seems to be increasingly chaotic. It seems as if not a day goes by when we don’t read, hear or even witness
some example of turmoil and unrest. Consider the following statistics:

e According to the FBI there were an estimated 1,408,337 violent crimes reported nationwide in 2007

e Nearly one in four people, 1.3 billion - a majority of humanity - live on less than $1 per day, while the world's 358
billionaires have assets exceeding the combined annual incomes of countries with 45 percent of the world's people. UNICEF

e 2.6 hillion: the total number of people in the world without access to improved sanitary facilities in 2006. In low-income
countries, 65% of the population faces health risks because of inadequate sanitation. World Health Organization

e Asof October, 2008 there are 18 significant, ongoing armed conflicts in the world according to Project Ploughshares

These are just some of the large scale challenges facing the planet. We also face chaos on a more intimate level through depression,
family challenges, health concerns, and other personal issues. It is understandable that we sometimes get discouraged, even to the
point of wondering where God could be in the midst of all the chaos.

Connected — adjective — united, joined or linked.

We are connected to one another and to God through Jesus Christ. Not only are we united, joined and linked, but Jesus meets us along
the road. He steps right up to us on our journey. He sees us through our times of chaos and delivers us to wholeness and healing. It is
often in those dark times and places when we become more deeply aware of God’s infinite grace and mercy.

This year’s SEPA Synod Senior High Gathering will be an immersive experience through chaos, connection, healing and unity. Join
us on the weekend of February 20 — 22, 2009as we gather with young people from all over the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod
and their adult leaders, for a weekend that will strengthen and challenge you. This year, in addition to the large group gatherings,
powerful worship, great musicians and dynamic speakers that you have come to expect, we are excited to present a Saturday
experience that is completely different from anything we have offered before. You will head off site, into God’s world, to seek out the
chaos and meet up with people who know that Jesus walks with them. You will take an active roll in reconciling for yourself how a
world that sometimes seems so hopeless can be filled with God’s abundant care for us all. You will see how you are part of God’s
plan to deliver the Good News to others so that they may see His grace through you. In this one day, you will move from a place of
chaos and unrest into hope, joy and accompaniment. You will discover the surprising ways that God shows up with a promise to walk
with us, unifying us all in Christ’s love.

Without ruining any surprises, the weekend schedule will look like this:
e Friday — Where is God in the midst of Chaos?
e Saturday - Let’s go look for God
e Sunday - God was and is with us all along, unifying us through Jesus Christ so that the chaos will not consume us

A generous partnership with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has made it possible to lower the priceof attendance by over
40% from last year. Registration, including lodgirg, lunch and dinner on Saturday are only $95.00 wltour early bird
registration.

If you have been to FLY in the past, come and experience it in a whole new way. If you have never been to the Gathering, this is the
year for you. It is sure to be an event your young people will remember for years and they will come home changed.

In Unity and Peace,

Mark A. Ristine Carrie Johnston
Co-Leader of Gathering Planning Team Co-Leader of Gathering Planning Team



